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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This report uses Census Bureau Current Population Survey data to present information on Kentucky’s population, voter 
registration and voting over time and compared to the United States. We pay special attention to the racial, ethnic, age and 
income demographics within Kentucky. 

Key findings from the report include:

compared with 4 percent.

compared to 66 percent of the U.S. population.
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INTRODUCTION

or ethnicity, age and income. 

with race, income and age.

populations register and vote. 

As we show, Kentuckians who are White, those who are older and those who are more affluent are more likely to register 

92% 93% 86%
8% 7% 14%
6% 6% 8%

23% 16% 31%
38% 38% 37%
18% 27% 10%

20% 11% 28%
63% 70% 56%
17% 20% 14%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006
*Of the VEP 21% did not report income

30 to 64
65 and Over

$25,000 - $74,999
More than $75,000

Age Group
Under 30

Non-White
Black

Household Income*
Less than $25,000

Race
White

Summary Table: Percent of Kentucky Population Eligible to Vote,
Voting, and Not Voting, 2006

Voters Eligible Voters Non-VotersDemographic Category
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POPULATION

a whole.

2002 2006 Percent Change
Kentucky 4,089 %3602,4

%4893,992621,882

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Estimates of the Population by Selected Groups for the United States
and States, 2002 and 2006

Table 1: Kentucky Population Compared to U.S., 2002 and 2006

United States

Total Percent Total Total Percent Total
Percent Change In

Population
Change in

Proportion of Total

%1-%2%88617,3%98146,3etihW
%1%8%11944%01614*etihW-noN
%0%3%7213%7203kcalB
%0%52%268%296onitaL
%0%71%114%153naisA

602,4290,4latoT 3%
Numbers in thousands
Source: US Census Bureau, Estimates of the Population by Selected Groups for the United States and States, 2002 and 2006
*Combined due to small sample size for individual races and ethnicities

6002-200260022002
Table 2: Kentucky Population by Ethnicity and Race, 2002 and 2006

Kentucky
%66%88
%21%7
%51%2
%4%1
%3%2

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Estimates of the Population by
Selected Groups for the United States and States, 2006

U.S.

Table 3: Kentucky Racial and Ethnic Diversity
Compared to U.S., 2006

White
Black
Latino
Asian
Other
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VEP

92503rednU 18% 650 21% 23%
30 to 64 1,881 63% 1,907 62% 1%
65 and Over 574 19% 495 16% -14%

%2250,3489,2latoT
Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2002 and 2006

60022002
Percent

Change in VEP,
2002-2006

Table 4: KentuckyVoting Eligible Population by Age, 2002-2006

Percent of total VEP Percent of total

VEP Percent of Total VEP
%92417000,52$nahtsseL
%12005999,93–000,52$
%81234999,95-000,04$
%12915999,99-000,06$
%11952revodna000,001$

424,2 -
250,3 -

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006

Table 5: Kentucky Voting Eligible Population by Income, 2006

Total Reporting Income
Total

Population VEP
Percent VEP of

Population
Population VEP

Percent VEP of
Population

Kentucky 3,978 2,984 75% 4,206 3,052 73% 2% -2%

287,985 192,656 67% 294,853 201,000 68% 4% 1%
Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006

Table 6: Kentucky Voting Eligible Population Compared to US, 2002 and 2006

60022002

Change in VEP
Change in VEP
as Percent of

Population

United States
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REGISTRATION

Registered
Registered as Percent

of VEP
Registered as Percent

White 2,074 7 4% 56%
Non-White 145 6 7% 33%

Black 126 6 8% 40%
Total 2,219 7 3% 53%
Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006

of Pop

Table 7: Kentucky Registered Voters by Race and Ethnicity, 2006

White 67% 72% 69% 75% 74% 10%

Black 47% 61% 54% 80% 68% 43%

Total 66% 72% 68% 75% 73% 11%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November Supplements

Table 8: Kentuckians Registered as a Percent of Voting Eligible Population by Race, 1998-2006

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 Percent Change

Kentucky US
%97%39

%12%7

%11%6

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey,
November 2006

Table 9: Total Registration Composition by Race and
Ethnicity Kentucky and US, 2006

White

Non-White
Black
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Consistent with decades of research, rates of registration in Kentucky rise with age. More than three out of four persons age 

Registered
Registered as Percent

of VEP
%46064000,52$nahtsseL
%96743999,93–000,52$
%58963999,95-000,04$
%28724999,99-000,06$
%59742revodna000,001$
%67058,1latoTgnitropeR

042,2latoT

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006

Table 10: Kentucky Registration Rate by Income, 2006

Registered Percent VEP Registered

Under 30 284 54% 385 59% 36% 6%
30 to 64 1,286 68% 1,441 76% 12% 7%
65 and Over 447 78% 414 84% -7% 6%
Total 2,017 68% 2,240 73% 11% 6%

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2002 and 2006

60022002 Change in Total
Number of
Registered

Change in Percent
of VEP Registered

Table 11: Kentucky Registration Rate by Age, 2002-2006

Registered
Percent VEP 
Registered
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VOTING

Older Americans have higher rates of voting than younger Americans. Recent Kentucky elections display the same pattern. 

Voted
Percent

Voting of
Registered

Percent
Voting of

VEP
Voted

Percent
Voting of

Registered

Percent
Voting of

VEP

Percent
Change in
Number of

Voters

Change in
Voted as
Percent of

Change in
Voted as
Percent of

VEP
White 1,280 68% 47% 1,402 68% 50% 10% 0% 0%

Non-White 88 67% 36% 106 66% 45% 20% -1% -1%

Black 76 65% 35% 86 68% 46% 13% 3% 3%

Total 1,444 68% 46% 1,508 68% 49% 10% 4% 4%

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November Supplements

60022002 2002-2006
Table 12: Kentucky Voter Turnout by Race 2002-2006

Registered

US Percent Eligible 
Voting

Kentucky Percent 
Eligible Voting

%05%25
%64%24
%94%84

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006

Table 13:VoterTurnout in Kentucky and the US, 2006

White
Black
Total

Voted
Percent

Voting of
Percent

Voting of VEP

Less than $25,000 238 52% 33%

$25,000 – 39,999 198 57% 40%

$40,000-59,999 257 70% 59%

$60,000-99,999 319 75% 61%

$100,000 and over 206 83% 80%

Total Reporting 1,218 66% 50%

805,1latoT

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2006

Table 14: Kentucky Voter Turnout by Income, 2006

Registered
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Voted

Percent
Voting of
Registered

Percent Voting
of VEP Voted

Percent Voting
of Registered

Percent Voting
of VEP

Change in 

Number of

Voters

Voted as 
Percent of
Registered

Voted as 
Percent of

VEP
Under 30 158 56% 30% 181 47% 28% 15% -9% -2%
30 to 64 883 69% 47% 1,029 71% 54% 17% 3% 7%
65 and Over 326 73% 57% 298 72% 60% -9% -1% 3%
Total 1,367 68% 46% 1,508 67% 49% 10% 0% 4%

Numbers in thousands
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, November 2002 and 2006

60022002 2002-2006
Table 15: Kentucky Voter Turnout by Age, 2002 and 2006

Change in Change in
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CONCLUSION

Kentucky is a predominantly White state, with Whites representing a higher percentage of the state population than the 

Kentucky’s population is trending younger. 

such as Blacks and Latinos. In keeping with decades of research across the U.S., registration rates in Kentucky rise with age 

income and older counterparts in Kentucky. 

Figure 1: Age Composition of 2006 Voter Eligible
Population, Registered Voters, and Voters

63%

19%17%

64%

18%

12%

68%

20%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Under 30 30 to 64 65 and over

% of Voter Eligible Pop

% of Registrations

% of Voters

Figure 2: Income Composition of Voter
Eligible Population and Electorate

21%

18%

21%

11%

25%

19%
20%

23%

13%

20%

16%

21%

26%

17%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

Less than
$25,000

$25,000 —
39,999

$40,000-
59,999

$60,000-
99,999

$100,000 and
over

% of Voter Eligible Pop

% of Registrations

% of Voters
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As Kentucky’s population continues to grow younger and immigration continues, an increasing percentage of the population 
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Numbers in thousands Population Percent VEP

White 1,843 1,339 73% 978 73% 695 52%
%7653%7525%1619051kcalB

Non-White 218 128 59% 72 56% 48 67%
%17347%27050,1%47764,1399,1latoT

White 1,919 1,466 76% 1,097 75% 707 64%
%9615%8747%9559061kcalB

Non-White 228 119 52% 93 78% 58 62%
%46567%57091,1%47585,1741,2latoT

White 3,762 2,805 75% 2,075 74% 1,402 68%
%8668%86621%06681013kcalB

Non-White 432 247 57% 165 67% 106 64%
%76805,1%37042,2%57250,3270,4latoT
%76805,1%37042,2%57250,3270,4

Male

Female

Male and Female

VEP %VEP of Pop Registered %VEP of Reg. Voted Voting

Total

Appendix Table 1: Participation by gender and race, 2006

Numbers in thousands Population
Percent VEP

Voted Percent VEP

Under 30 865 326 175 54% 101 31%
30 to 64 972 916 685 75% 497 54%
65 and Over 221 225 189 84% 145 64%

%15347%27050,1764,1950,2
Under 30 830 324 210 65% 81 25%
30 to 64 1,003 991 755 76% 532 54%
65 and Over 314 270 225 83% 153 57%

%84567%57091,1585,1741,2

Total 4,206 3,052 2,240 73% 1,508 49%

Male

Female

VEP Registered Registered Voting

Total

Total

Appendix Table 2: Participation by Gender and Age, 2006

APPENDICES 

VEP
%08%87%47%39%39%29
%02%22%62%7%7%8
%01%11%21%6%6%6

Registered Voted VEP Registered Voted
White
Non-White

Black

Kentucky US
Appendix Table 3: Kentucky and US Portions of VEP, Registered Voters, and Voted Populations by Race, 2006

%21%71%81
%86%46%36
%02%81%91

VEP Registered Voted
Under 30
30 to 64
65 and over

Appendix Table 4: Kentucky portions of VEP, Registered Voters, 
and Voted Populations by Age, 2006

Less than $25,000 29% 25% 20%

$25,000 – 39,999 21% 19% 16%

$40,000-59,999 18% 20% 21%

$60,000-99,999 21% 23% 26%

$100,000 and over 11% 13% 17%

VEP Registered Voted

Appendix Table 5: Kentucky portions of VEP, Registered Voters, 
and Voted Populations by Income, 2006
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Numbers in thousands

508,2617,3082,1288,1927,2307,3 2,075 1,402
21367611612603 186 126 86
6896
1453

7962168193488231742614
884,1042,2250,3602,4653,1710,2489,2390,4

60022002
Pop VEP Registered Voted Pop VEP Registered Voted

White
Black
Latino
Asian
Non-White
Total

Appendix Table 6: Kentucky Population, VEP, Registration by Race

Kentucky US
White 74% 71%

Black
Total 73% 68%

68% 61%

AppendixTable 7: Kentucky Registration 
Rate (of VEP) by Race and Ethnicity,
compared to US, 2006
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