
LEGISLATIVE 
B R I E F

1

Voter Intimidation And Caging
February 2010

                          
2010 Issues in Election Administration

LEGISLATIVE 
B R I E F

 www.projectvote.org   

!e right to vote has been one of the most challenged individual rights 

in the history of this country.  Unfortunately, illegal and cynical attempts 

to suppress the vote and manipulate voters persist to this day. Among the 

strategies used are voter intimidation and caging.

Voter Intimidation

What Constitutes Voter Intimidation?

-

-

1 

Most commonly, 

voter intimidation 

efforts have 

attempted to 

suppress the voices 

of low-income and 

minority voters.
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Recent Examples of Voter 
Intimidation
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While it is common to dismiss intimidation 

schemes as theatrical “dirty tricks,” 

they have profound impacts on the most 

vulnerable voters.

http://


Voter Intimidation And Caging

2010 Issues in Election Administration  www.projectvote.org   3

LEGISLATIVE 
B R I E F

Recommendations for 
Deterring Voter Intimidation 

-

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Voter Caging

-

What is Voter Caging?

-

-
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Historically, partisan voter caging schemes 

have disproportionately targeted minority 

voters, particularly African–Americans.
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Recent Examples of Voter 
Caging
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Recommendations to Prevent 
Voter Caging

-

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Between 2004 and 2006, 

partisans challenged more 

than 77,000 American voters 

in targeted communities. 
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Notes
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